The bryophyte diversity in the Thamarassery pass (Wayanad pass) a historically important place of Kozhikode district is documented. This report represents many interesting finds such as Taxiphyllum giraldii (C.Muell.) M.Fleisch., Taxithelium laeviusculum Dixon are new records for Peninsular India.
Introduction
Wayanad pass or Thamarassery pass is in the gateway to Wayanad district. Since it takes us to Wayanad, the Ghat is also known as Wayanad Churam. This Ghat road or National Highway (NH 212) connects Calicut (Kozhikode) with Wayanad. It is just a road to Wayanad from Calicut beginning from Adivaram. The Ghat attracts hundreds of travellers every day. Starting from Adivaram and covering a distance of 12 km the Ghat road ends at top view point, Lakkidi. It has 9 sharp curves described as hairpins.
Wide variation in the altitude from 1 st hairpin to 9 th hairpin (86 -826 m) determines the diversity of the species.
From the base of the pass in Adivaram from the 1 st hairpin to 9 th one, the species composition varies. The 1 st hairpin area is opened with very few trees and higher up to the hairpin the diversity and the altitude increases and it is too cold during the rainy season. After midday and in the evening from 3 rd to 9 th hairpin it is covered with mist and canopy is closed (Plate 1 and 2). The diverse vegetation and the altitudinal difference make the place an abode of a variety of Bryophytes and Pteridophytes that we cannot see before and after the pass. All hairpin is with a good flow of water through the rocky patches. The pass also provides a good number of microhabitat which is an abode of several Bryophytes.
List of bryophytes recorded from Wayanad pass
Bryophytes of wayanad pass are represented based on the three divisions of bryophytes, the Marchantiophyta (Liverworts), Anthocerotophyta (Hornworts) and Bryophyta (mosses). The taxa are arranged in alphabetical order. After the scientific name with citation follows the microhabitat, specimen examined (the collection date and herbarium) and distribution.
Division: Marchantiophyta (Liverworts)
Aneura pinguis (L.) Dum. -They are mainly seen on damp places and rock surfaces near streams. (Bapna & Kachroo, 1999) . From Kerala this species was reported only from Eravikulam National Park (Madhusoodhanan et.al., 2007 (Gangulee, 1969-80; Nair et al. 2005) . Fissidens crispulus Brid. This species is common and occurs as dense mats on rocks. Kerala, Wayanad pass, hair pin point-9 (802-806m,), hairpin point-8 (735m), hairpin point-7 (693m), hairpin point-3 (301m), 12.07.2014 , 13.9.2014 , Mithun Venugopal 1215b , 3886, 3885b, 1220 , 1222 , 1250 , 1272 , 1245 , 1252 , 1238 , 1254 , 1271 , 980, 1256 (ZGC). It is common in the area. It is distributed inVenugopal 3877b (ZGC). It is distributed in South India (Kerala, Karnataka-Kanara, Mahabaleswar), North-East India (West Bengal, Darjeeling, Orissa) and Thailand. 
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Discussion
The area is with unique landscape and the altitude ranges from 86-826m. But the species diversity also ranges from the occurrence of low altitude species to species occurring in the high altitude evergreen forests. The area span only in 12 kms, but the diversity and frequency of the species is very high. The present study include almost all the types of microhabitats except epiphyllous one. Terrestrial species are most common in the area. More than 100 specimens of bryophytes were collected during the survey from Wayanad pass in three seasons. The critical study yielded a total of 37 species belonging to 28 mosses, 7 liverworts and two Hornworts. The monotypic family Fissidentaceae with the genus viz., Fissidens represented by four species in the hairpin points of Wayanad pass is the most widely distributed genera. Mosses were represented by both Pleurocarpic and Acrocarpic species. Among 28 mosses 10 are Pleurocarpic and 18 are acrocarpic. Taxithelium laeviusculum Dixon and Taxiphyllum giraldii (C.Muell.) M.Fleisch. was not reported earlier from Peninsular India. Hence the present collection forms the first report of these species from Peninsular India. The liverworts collected from the study area include only the thalloid type. The family Aneuraceae is the largest family distributed with two genera viz., Aneura and Riccardia each with single species. Cyathodium cavernarum, Bryum coronatum, Fissidens crispulus and Hyophila involuta are the widely distributed species and prefers to grow in a wide range of habitats. Species reported as new to Thamarassery churam after Manju et al., 2005 
